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List of  set texts 

1/ Prose fiction. 

• Frankenstein, May Shelley > ISBN 9791035829780 

2/ Poetry. 

• La Belle Dame Sans Merci, John Keats (1819) 
• Porphyria’s Lover, Robert Browning (1836) 
• One Need Not be A Chamber To Be Haunted, Emily Dickinson (1891) 

3/ Drama. 

• Macbeth, William Shakespeare (Cambridge School Shakespeare) > ISBN 9781107615496 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

To help you a bit with your reading: 

How to make a reading journal?  
That can be arranged any way you like: you could for instance use a notebook where you could 
stick all sorts of  material and/or use different colour codes for themes and quotations). 

Here is what you should pay attention to when reading prose fiction, drama, or poetry: 

• contextualisation: date of  publication + author’s biography (web search) + major events happening at the 
time (web search) + sources (what material the author might have found inspiration from); 

• the paratext (what surrounds the text): the front cover with its title + dedication & epigraph (phrase, 
quotation, poem set as preamble); 

• places: precise location + precise description (web search); 

• timeline for each section + for the whole book: dates + linear progression?? >< flashbacks + flashforwards?? 

• characterisation (representation of  people in literary works): onomastics (study of  proper names > web search) 
+ physical description + personality + connections between characters; 

• the narrative structure: number of  sections with their respective titles + number of  chapters per section with 
numbering adopted; 

• themes: dominant issues + key quotations. 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

Happy reading to you all… 

…and have a lovely summer break :-) 
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